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Alumnus marches on 

Conrado represents Apache Punch from coast-to-coast 



ALL ABOUT THAT BASS John Conrado, a member of the Apache Punch Drumline, marches the bass drum for the Seattle Cascades drum corps. Conrado spent the summer marchinq in 
venues across the nation. 


Colten Sneed 

Editor-in-Chief 


Students spend their summer break in 
many different ways. Some students take 
internships with a dream job, others go on 
vacations and some just simply go home. 

For TJC alumnus and current UT Tyler 


junior John Conrado, he spent his touring 
the nation with Drum Corps International 
(DCI). 

“Drum Corps, to give the easiest 
explanation, it is marching musics major 
league. Its kind of like professional marching 
band,” said Conrado. 

Conrado s journey to DCI was an 
unusual one to say the least. 

“For me I was actually auditioning for 


a different group, the Madison Scouts, until 
February. I actually got cut from the Madison 
Scouts in February,” said Conrado. “So, at 
that point I was looking for a home for the 
summer and I reached out to one of the guys 
that teaches at the Seattle Cascades and he 
was like 'Yeah man, we still have openings 
and were looking for people.”’ 

From there Conrado sent audition 
videos to the Cascades from February until 


the end of March. That is when they finally 
made the decision to contract Conrado, 
officially making him a member of a World- 
Class Drum Corps. 

“I went to a couple of camps in Seattle 
in May. Then I left Tyler at the beginning 
of June to start the whole summer band 


— see CONRADO/wge 6 — 
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Colton Sneed 

Editor-In-Chief 

Meet the 
editors: Editor- 
in-Chief, 

Colten Sneed 

Hey everyone, I’m Colten Sneed. 
This semester IVe had the pleasure 
to serve as the Editor-in-Chief 
for the award-winning newspaper 
representing students at TJC, The 
DrumBeat. 

My journey to this position has 
been rather unique if I say so myself. 

Growing up, I was always a fan of 
watching ESPN, listening to the radio 
and doing anything sports-related. 
The older I got, the more fascinated 
with radio I became. Also, the less 
fascinated with ESPN I became. 

My goal in life was to talk on 
the radio for a living. In the summer 
after my freshman year, I got that 
opportunity and started working at 
KMOO radio in my hometown in 
Mineola. 

I graduated from Mineola High 
School in June of 2015 and started my 
time at TJC that following August as 
a nursing major. 

Halfway through the semester I 
realized Anatomy and Physiology was 
not my thing and changed my major 
back to what I originally planned 
on doing, Radio/TV Broadcasting. 
After a car accident that left me with 
a broken wrist and a totaled car, I 
decided it was time for a break from 
school. 

After taking off in the spring of 
2016,1 decided to come back that fall 
and join the TJC Apache Band, I was 
a huge band nerd in high school and 
proud of it. 

Joining the band was probably 
the best decision. I made so many 
friends and it reminded me of why I 
loved band in high school, it gave me a 
reason to want to come to school. 

Towards the end of the semester I 
was approached and asked if I wanted 
to be an editor for The DrumBeat. I 
thought “What the heck,” so I did it. 

That was another great choice 
that I made. Last semester I learned 
that I found my niche. I found what 
my purpose in life is, that is to be a 
journalist. 

I grew not only as an editor, but 
as a person last semester. I learned 
so much about time management, 
people management and the wonders 
of coffee. 

This semester, all of that has been 
cranked up to 11. Since I am in control 
of this publication, I am in control of 
just about every decision. My time 
management, people management, 
coffee drinking and hours have all 
gone up (I do not recommend taking 
18 hours in one semester). 

All the while of being Editor- 
in-Chief, taking 18-credit hours, I 
received a promotion at KMOO to be 
the news director, which is a full-time 
job. 

It has been my honor to be a 
member of this illustrious organization 
and will always be proud to come out 
of this program. With the deadline 
for editor applications coming soon, 
if you are interested in media, I highly 
suggest joining this great program. 
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Cartoon by Willie Sims 


Editorial 


The American Mass Shooting 


26 lives lost to another lone gunman, this time it was in the lone star 
state. 

Considering the steps taken on the national level to resolve the issue 
in the past 10 years: “Its too soon,”is the appalling phrase that comes to 
mind. 

This is the tone taken by many who believe a dialogue concerning gun 
violence needs to be postponed until well after national shootings take 
place. “With wounds so psychologically fresh on our minds, we need to 
wait until we can recover before we resolve the issue,” a thoughtful observer 
might note. We must pray; recover; and then resolve. 

Prayer; recovery; resolution. The letters “PRR” could be branded as the 
acronym for responding to national shootings. Except the third letter is 
always dropped off down the somewhere down the road like an abandoned 
pet. 

When is the right time pursue a resolution? Do we wait a week, 
a month or even a year after the lethal incident to discuss the issue? 
November marks 30 days after after Stephen Paddock gunned down 58 in 
Las Vegas injuring almost 500 people. This means that two of the top five 
deadliest U.S. mass shootings both took place within the last two months. 


So what happens if this becomes a regular occurrence? If another shooting 
takes place tomorrow, would it have been too soon to fix the issue today? 

When compared to other affluent nations, this problem is inherently 
a U.S. one. In 2016 the U.S. saw 3.85 gun deaths per 100,000 people. Out 
of the world’s top five economies this was 32 times higher what Germany, 
the closest on the list, saw at 0.12 deaths per 100,000 people. In fact, out 
the world’s top ten economies, the only country that ranked worse than the 
U.S. was Brazil which is known for a much higher degree of gangs, heavy 
drug trafficking and corruption. 

A lot of the problem has to do with the fact that America has more 
guns than most realize. According to the New YorkTimes’Adam Lankford, 
there are 270 million guns in the U.S. which correlates to 90 mass shooters 
since 1966. The only country anywhere near this ratio is India with around 
40 million guns and only 18 mass shooters. 

Why do we have so many weapons? Americans don’t: live in an 
apocalyptic age. Why do gun lobbyists act like they do? U.S. citizens are 
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Don’t forget to take care of yourself when life gets crazy 


Going off into the world of 
adulthood is overwhelming. After 
going to college your parents expect 
you to make your own dentist and 
doctor appointments. They want 
you to start paying your own bills 
and make your own decisions. Life 
gets out of hand. 

You’re still trying to figure out 
how to balance classes with crazy 
professors that expect you to read 
a book by the next class period 
and have interesting things to 
contribute to the class discussion. 
Not realizing that you have 4 other 
classes that you have homework 
for that same week. You’re having 
to work to put yourself through 


college. Okay, not every student has 
to put themselves through school 
but let’s keep it real here... Ain’t 
nobody got money like that. As 
you’re balancing school and work 
you have to somehow find time to 
have a social life. 

And don’t even get me started 
on how life goes during finals week. 

Through all of this chaos 
you’re still trying to find yourself 
and discover how to maneuver 
through the complexities of life. 
It is easy to lose yourself through 
the conundrum. It’s hard to find a 
moment to breathe. 

Finding that moment to 
breathe is essential to not losing 


your mind in college. You could join 
a club or find a hobby you didn’t 
know you were interested in. My 
first year of college was a complete 
fail. Unlike some people, when put 
under extreme pressure I recede 
into myself and have a hard time to 
get motivated to do anything. 

To battle that the next semester 
I started managing my time better 
and made myself be disciplined on 
how I spent my time. But I also 
started taking myself out on dates 
as a reward. I didn’t spend money 
every time I went out. At times my 
date was simply going for a long 
walk to clear my head and get fresh 


Column 



Quanae Miller 

Student Life Editor 


A letter to TJC professors for finals 



Guest Column 


Andres Jaimes 

Staff Writer 


Dear professors, we, the students would like to ask 
you nicely to help us prepare for these finals like never 
before. We would like to know all the questions for the 
exams, and, if it is not too much to ask, all the answers 
to the questions. We would also like for the tests tohave 
automatic ten points just for attending. 

With that said, we will also like to thank you. 
Every semester we all go into a classroom and some of 
us pretend to pay attention to the lectures and fall asleep 
during lab. While some of us exceed and accomplish 
good grades, some of us like to be lazy, and you find 
away to never give up. 

We really appreciate and consider the time you take 


to meet with usduring your office hours, the reviews you 
teach us, responding to our emails at ungodlyhours of 
the night, and last but last all the times you see us on our 
phones and you chooseto ignore. 

In reward, we promise to try out best for the 
remainder of the semester. We promise totry to go to 
the rest of our classes, submit all of our assignments, 
and read the reviews atleast once. Don’t forget some of 
us will stay up until four in the morning studying and 
writing papers. 

With nothing else to add, one more thank you for 
everything you do, and we want to keep encouraging you 
to keep doing your job. We will see you next semester. 
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Debate team goes undefeated 


Anna Graves 

News Editor 

In just this past month, the TJC speech 
and debate team have been bringing home 
awards. 

They have brought home many awards 
and trophies from their hard work beating 
out major universities across the state.. 

The team participated in the Bayou 
Swing Tournament in Houston on Oct. 
20-22, where there were multiple styles of 
speech and debate events. 

Director of the TJC Speech and debate 
team, M’Liss Hindman reports that the 
team averages one tournament per month. 
And if they can handle it financially, they 
will compete twice in one month. 

Both team captains, Alex Dickson and 
Aaron Kelley, got to compete for the first 
time this semester. They went undefeated 
in Parliamentary Debate winning first place 
against schools like Tulane University, Texas 
State, and A&M. 

Nick White, who is a freshman 
competed for the first time in a tournament. 
He made it to the semi-finals in the 
international public debate association 
debate and finished as top speaker overall in 
that event, along with Dickson. * 

A more recent tournament took place 


on Nov. 3-5 in Corpus Christi for the 
Texas Intercollegiate Forensics Association 
(TIFA). 

On Nov. 6, Kelley says that the team 
arrived back home from the Corpus Christi 
tournament at 3 a.m. that morning. 

“TJC did exceptionally well at this 
last tournament. We took second place 
sweepstakes...” Said Aaron Kelley. 

In the dramatic interpretation 
event, which is an acting event, TJC took 
the top three spots. Once again, both debate 
teams went undefeated in preliminary 
rounds. 

Dickson and Kelley joined the team 
last fall as debate partners. This is their 
first semester as sophomore captains. Both 
students are competing and leading the team 
that is much bigger than the team they had 
last year. 

Kelley says there is a lot more coming 
from the TJC Speech and Debate team. 

“...Myself and the other captain, Alex 
Dickson, are very excited to see what this 
teams gonna do, what success that they are 
gonna be able to achieve, and how much 
their gonna grow over this next year,” said 
Kelley. 

The team’s next tournament is the 
TCCFA which will be held on the first 
weekend in December of this year. 



PROUD DEBATERS Aaron Kelly, Alex Dickson, and Nick White hold up thier Photo by Joan Andrews 
well-earmed trophies with pride and excienemnt after the Bayou Swing Tournament in Houtson. 

“I’m very proud of the team...And I’m really looking forward for the spring and 
taking them to national competitions to see how well they do against other 
community colleges in the nation.” 

-M’Liss Hindman 

Professor and Speech & Debate Director 


Theatre department presents upcoming play 


Quanae Miller 

Student Life Editor 

The TJC theatre program will be putting on the production 
of The Circle Mirror Transformation, by Annie Baker, from 
Wednesday, Nov. 15 through Saturday, Nov. 18. Wednesday 
through Friday there will the production will go on at 7:30 
p.m. and on Saturday there will be multiple performances, one 
at 2 p.m. and another at 7:30 p.m. 

The play takes place in a community center. It is about 
individuals who take an adult drama class, for various reasons, 
and their unique journeys towards healing. 

TJC Theatre Professor, Amy Dawson, will be putting 
on her first main season production, The Circle Mirror 
Transformation by Annie Baker. She had to overcome a great 
deal of obstacles. 

Normally the Theatre program puts on two shows a 
semester but this semester they’re putting on three shows. 
Instead of casting each show separately, they had cast all three 
shows at the same time. Usually directors would have the stage 
for rehearsal for about six-weeks but Dawson and the cast 
have only been in the theatre since Nov. 1. 

Because of that they have had to rehearse all over campus 
in between classes. Dawson claimed that on one occasion 
students walked through their rehearsals which was a nice 
obstacle because the actors have had to learn to focus through 
any disruption. 

Dawson chose to direct The Circle Mirror Transformation 
because it had never been done here. The play was originally 
performed in New York and in Austin, Texas but had never 
been produced in Tyler, Texas. 

“It’s such a fascinating piece of theatre because it is so, so 
real,” said Dawson. In Circle Mirror Transformation Dawson 
will be helping the actors bring to life the true essence of who 
the characters are. Levi Hawkins, playing as Shultz in the play, 
says that there are characters with various backgrounds. 

“Anyone who watches the play will definitely be able to 
relate to multiple characters in several different ways,” said 
Hawkins. 

Dawson has made interesting choices concerning the set 
for the play. 

The actors will be using the entire theatre as their set 
rather than a conventional set. The play generally is done with 
a set that looks like a community center with doors and walls. 
Instead Dawson will be using mirrors, a yoga ball, and a hula 
hoop to create scenes and moments. 

“It will be a really interesting experience for any audience 
member, most likely they haven’t ever seen a show like this 
before,” said Hawkins. 



CIRCLE TIME Marty, played by Nicki Dempsey, seated in 
the middle of the circle, along with other members of her 
class. 



REFLECTING Schultz, played by Levi Hawkins, is facing a mirror, going through a drama exercise under the supervision of 
Marty, played by Nicki Dempsey, standing on the left-hand side. 


Familiar 
faces. 
Fresh new 
spaces. 


You may have noticed-Southside Bank has a brand new look. 
We are updating to better serve you as a modern bank with a 
hometown touch. 

Of course, all the best parts of Southside are staying the same. 
Our experienced staff and convenient locations are still here to 
provide the friendly service you have come to expect from us. 

See what’s new at Southside. Stop by or visit southside.com to 
discover banking with a hometown touch 1 ! 4 

Member FDIC © 2017 Southside Bank. All rights reserved. C1017P 
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Contact The DrumBeat Sports Editor Brianna 
Harmon with questions, comments or concerns 
at bharmon9@email.tjc.edu. 




Apaches look to defend title in tournament 

Men’s soccer defeats Laredo to advance to national tournament 


Vanesa Olvera 

Staff Writer 


After their victory 
against Laredo in the South 
District finals this weekend, 
the Apaches now advance to 
the national tournament in 
Prescott Valley, AZ. 

Now ranked at No. 4 in 
the nation, the Apaches are 
on the road to defend their 
naitional title. 

This is the eighth 
consecutive trip to the 
national tournament for 
the Apaches. TJC won the 
national championship in 
2016 and in 2015 they lost in 
the national championship 
game. The Apaches defeated 


Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College 5-2 
in the semi-finals of the 
South District Tournament 
on Nov. 3-4. Gulf Coast is 
ranked at No. 20. Their win 
led them to district finals 
on Saturday, where they had 
another victory defeating 
Laredo College, 2-1, leading 
them to Nationals. 

Before the District 
Semifinals, Coach Steve 
Clements, head coach of 
the TJC Mens Soccer team, 
stated that he was hopeful 
that his team would be 
successful and win the next 
two games to be able to 
move on and compete in the 
National Tournament. 

“Its been a good group 
of guys to work with, they’ve 


worked hard,” said Clements, 
“the team has gotten better 
towards the end which is 
the right time to do so.” 
The Apaches defense ran 9 
straight shut outs during the 
last few games which added 
to their success this season. 

Coach Clements made 
it clear that the success is due 
to the hard work of all the 
players but he mentioned it 
is hard to ignore the fact that 
Mohammed Kamara has 
been one of the top players 
this season. 

With 42 goals scored 
this season, Kamara has now 
beat Dom Dwyers record 
at TJC. Dwyer is a former 
TJC Apache who now plays 
for the U.S. Mens National 
Team. Dwyer previously held 


the title for scoring the most 
goals in one season before 
Kamara beat that record 
at District finals this past 
weekend. 

“Hopefully they’ll get 
the job done,” said Coach 
Clements. 

The Apaches are seated 
No. 4 in the tournament and 
in Pool D with Indian Hills 
Community College and 
Louisburg College. TJC will 
play Louisburg on Nov. 13 at 
3:30 p.m. then will face off 
with Indian Hills on Nov. 
15 at 6 p.m. at the National 
Tournament. The winner 
of the pool will move on to 
semifinals on Friday and 
then finals on Saturday, Nov. 
18 for a chance to defend 
their national title. 



Photo by Brianna Harmon 


“It’s been a good group of guys to work with, they’ve worked hard. The team has gotten 
better towards the end which is the right time to do so.” 

-Steve Clements 


BREAK AWAY Apaches Carlton McKenzie (Birmingham, 
England) breaks away from Mississippi Gulf Coast players in 
the semi-final game of the South District Tournament. TJC 
won 5-2. McKenzie has scored seven goals this season. 


Volleyball advances to national tournment after slow start 


Luke Hamilton 

Staff Writer 

The Apaches volleyball 
is headed to Hutchinson, 
Kansas for the national 
tournament after going on a 
nine-game win streak. 

This will be the second 
year in a row that the team 
will play in the national 
tournament and the team’s 
sights are set on a national 
championship. 

The Apaches finished 
ninth last year and will look 
to improve through last 
years’ experience. 

To get to the National 
Tournament, the road went 
through Carthage, Texas. 
The Regional Tournament 
was hosted by Panola 
College, a team very familiar 
to the Apaches. 

When asked about the 
week of practice heading 
in to playoffs, Head Coach 
Brandi Hood said “it 
wasn’t anything special,” 
she described it as an 
ordinary practice week. The 
only difference she saw 
was in the player’s playoff 
mentality. Coach Hood 
said “we didn’t have to ask 
for that” out of the players. 
She also described that this 
early focus leading into the 
playoffs was a key factor in 


last year’s success as well. 

“Our expectations 
for them, they were 
really starting to have for 
themselves”, said Coach 
Hood. The playoffs were 
finally here in early 
November and the Apaches 
didn’t take it for granted. 
TJC dominated early 
with a win over Wharton 
3-0 to start the regional 
tournament. Followed by a 
win over San Jacinto 3-2, 
sending TJC to the final 
where they would play a 
familiar face. Panola and 
TJC squared off at 5 p.m. 
Saturday, November 4. TJC 
won 3-2 to close it out and 
punched a ticket to the 
National Tournament. 

When asked about 
the keys to their success 
in playoffs, Coach Hood 
said “it was them coming 
together and playing for 
one another”, an aspect of 
the team that was noticed 
by Coach Hood during the 
team’s six game win streak 
to end the regular season. 

With the opportunity 
to now look ahead at what’s 
in store for the team. Coach 
Hood says it’s important 
that as a team “we keep 
improving our mentality”, 
this will help them stay 
focused on the next task, 
which is a job Coach Hood 


feels the team has done 
great with so far. 

The team will have a 
week to prepare before the 
journey to Hutchinson, 
Kansas. This is the first 
year the tournament will 
be held in Hutchinson so 
it is new territory for all 
teams. Sophomore Rachel 
Reeve is the only scratch in 
the lineup as of this point. 
Reeve suffered an injury in 
the practice week prior to 
the Regional Tournament. 

Rachel Reeve suffered 
the injury during practice 
while hitting when she 
landed wrong and buckled 
her leg. 

“They [doctors] think 
I’ve torn my ACL, MCL 
and meniscus and will need 
surgery,” said Reeve. 

Reeve is planning 
to have surgery over the 
Thanksgiving break. 

Reeve, the Australian 
born sophomore believes in 
the group’s ability to succeed 
this year. 

When recalling her 
experience last year with 
the team she stressed the 
importance of the first game 
of the tournament and that 
she knows her team will be 
ready from start to finish. 

The tournament begins 
Nov. 16 and will finish Nov. 
18. 
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BREAK AWAY Apaches volleyball players jump to block the ball in a drpractice. TJC is heading 
into the national tournament in Hutchinson, Kansas with a 19-9 record. They head into the 
tournament with a nine game win streak. 
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BALL CONTROL Hitomi Konno dribbles the ball past a teamate in practice. Konno has scored 
four goals this season for the Apaches. TJC will enter the national tournment with a 20-1 
record. Their only loss of the season was 1 -0 on the road against Navarro on Oct. 18. The 
Apaches are ranked No. 4 in the nation in shutouts this season with 12. 


Women’s soccer returns to nationals 


Brianna Harmon 

Sports Editor 

The No. 2 ranked Apaches women 
soccer team defeated Rose State College 3-1 
on Nov. 4 to win the District I Tournament 
and clinched a spot in the NJCAA National 
Championships. 

Aspen Blood scored with 10 minutes 
into the game to give Rose State the 1-0 lead 
over Tyler Junior College. 

Sophomore Clair Ramet found the back 
of the net in the 31st minute off a pass from 
Itzayanna Sanchez to tie the game. 

The teams went into the half tied 1-1. 

The tie was broken 49 minutes into the 
second half when Hitomi Konno scored with 
the assist from Akane Takada. 

Insurance came from Sanchez when she 
scored off an assist from Deborah Maciel. 

TJC beat Northern Oklahoma in the 
semi-final 3-1. Goals came from Maciel, Julia 
Trabach and Lauren Loza. 

The Apaches are 20-1 this season with 
their only loss being on Oct. 18 to Navarro 
1 - 0 . 

Head coach Corey Rose is proud that the 
team has clinched a spot in the tournament. 

“That is our goal every year,” said Rose. 
“That is why girls come here because they 
know they are going to have a chance to do 


that every year.” 

Rose credited the sophomores with the 
work that have put in to help the freshman 
this season to come together as a team. 

“We are starting nine freshman,” said 
Rose. “I think it has been good for the 
sophomores to show some leadership even 
though some of them might not be getting 
the playing time. I think it is a good chemistry 
mix of what we have. Just seeing them come 
together and all be close knit, tight friends has 
been good to see.” 

The Apaches are nursing injuries but 
Rose is confident in the preparation the team 
has had. 

“We have gone through some adversity,” 
said Rose. “We have played the best schedule 
in the county and the toughest. I think that 
prepares you for what you are going to see at 
the national tournament. ” 

TJC is ranked fourth in the nation in 
shutouts with 12 this season. 

The Apaches are seated No. 2 in the 
tournament in Pool B with Cloud County 
Community College and Harford Community 
College. The winner of Pool B will advance to 
the semi-finals. The national tournament will 
be held in Melbourne, Florida. 

TJC will play Cloud County on Nov. 13 
at 12:30 p.m. Then on Nov. 15 they will play 
Harford at 12:30 p.m. 
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Pool D 

Eastern Florida 

Schoolcraft (MI) 

Iowa Western 



Pool A 


StLouis^MO^ 


Pima (AZ) 


Illinois Central 



Pool B 


Schoolcraft (MI) 


Monroe (NY) 


Kansas Citv Kansas 



Pool C 


Yavapai (AZ) 


Mercer (NJ) 


Waubonsee (IL) 



Pool D 


Tyler (TX) 


Indian Hills (IA) 


Louisburg (NC) 
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Women’s Soccer Bracket 


Winner of Pool A 


Semi-finals 

TBD 


Winner of Pool B 


Winner of A/B 


Winner of Pool C 


Finals 

TBD 


Semi-finals 

TBD 


Winner of Pool D 


Winner of C/D 


Men’s Soccer Bracket 

Winner of Pool A 1 




Semi-finals 

TBD 


Winner of Pool B 


Winner of A/B 


Winner of Pool C 


Finals 

TBD 


Semi-finals 

TBD 


Winner of Pool D 


Winner of C/D 




Move to the head of the class 


GET A TUTOR. 

IT’S FREE! 


It's back! 

Extra Value Meal 


i'm lovin' it 


for a 2nd McRib when 
you buy a McRib EVM 


For questions or to schedule 
an appointment, 
call 903-510-2577 



























































































































































































CONRADO 

- continued, from page 1 

experience,” said Conrado. 

The drum corps Conrado was a member 
of started their summer journey in the 
Oregon area, and proceeded to make their 
trip across the nation. 

“It was a crazy experience, man. It was 
nuts. For me, I love the performance aspect 
of doing band and playing drums so it was 
really cool getting to perform across the 
country, spanning literally coast-to-coast,” 
said Conrado. “We had our first show, it was 
in Oregon just outside of Portland and our 
last show of the season was in Indianapolis. 
We also performed in Pennsylvania right 
before we went to Indianapolis. I literally 
got to travel across the entire United States, 
from west coast to east coast, and perform 
and go to these venues and different places 
throughout the United States.” 

The venues Conrado marched at over 
the summer ranged from local high school to 
professional sports stadiums like Mile High 
Stadium, home to the Denver Broncos and 
eventually at Lucas Oil Stadium, home of 
the Indianapolis Colts. That is the location 
of the World-Class finals competition. 

“It was very tiring. We’ll perform at a 
venue, we’ll load up our buses and all of our 
equipment, and we’ll head on the road at 10 
or 11 o’clock at night. Then we’ll show up at 
our next housing sight at anywhere from 2 
a.m. to, on some occasions, 9 a.m. So, you’re 
sleeping on the bus a couple of hours of floor 
time and you get up the next morning, you 
rehearse and you do the same thing,” said 
Conrado. “You go perform a show and we 
had a formula and did it every day.” 

Even though the Cascades are based 
out of Seattle, Conrado met people along 
the way that represented the whole country. 

“Me being from Texas, me being 
nowhere near Seattle, there’s a lot of people 
I met that were from all over the country. I 
marched with people that were from Canada, 
people that were from North Carolina, that 
were from Pennsylvania and me from Texas, 
so we had people from all across the country 
marching,” said Conrado. “I got to meet a lot 
of people from across the country. I got to 
see a lot of different views and just kind of 
see how people act from different places of 
the country, see how people live, how they 
think.” 

On the field, Conrado marched on the 
bass drum line. The line was comprised of 
five drummers, including Conrado. Over 
time, the line’s chemistry grew to make them 
a well-oiled machine when playing together. 

“Collectively we [bass drum line] play 
one piece of music. So all five of us are 


working together to make the music speak. 
I think it’s really cool and really interesting 
to see whenever it’s done well, but it can also 
be really hard to make happen. There’s a lot 
of getting to know people and you really got 
to connect with people to play, you got to 
basically feel how the guys around you are 
going to play,” said Conrado. 

With Conrado on the bass line for 
the Cascades, three of them were from the 
Seattle area and one was from Utah. As the 
season went on, Conrado says you could hear 
the chemistry on the field. 

“It’s kind of an interesting dynamic. 
Having these three guys who kind of knew 
each other from the same area and then two 
out of state guys coming together and getting 
to know each other and forming friendships 
and bonds, which then help turn into good 
music on the field,” said Conrado. “You could 
hear in the way we play the drum, the farther 
we went on in the season, the more we got to 
know each other. You could almost hear that 
in the sound. 

Conrado’s fondest memory from the 
season was coming back home to Texas. 
Drum Corps members often call their time 
in the south the “Swamp Tour” with regards 
to how humid the weather is. 

Since the corps was based in Washington, 
the weather was around 60 degrees. A drastic 
change from the weather in the south. 

“I can specifically remember getting off 
of our buses in Kansas and feeling this huge 
wave of humidity and heat hit me. Everyone 
else is freaking out and the heat hit me and 
I thought ‘This is what home feels like,” said 
Conrado. 

By the time the Cascades made their 
way to Texas, Conrado had already spent 
a month and a half away from friends and 
family. 

“We had two shows in Texas. One in 
Denton, which is about an hour away from 
my hometown in Canton, and one in San 
Antonio. It was really cool to me to be back 
home,” said Conrado. “I had a lot of friends 
and family members come out and support.” 

Having left June 9 and the first Texas 
performance in Denton be July 20, it had 
been over a month since Conrado saw 
anyone from home. 

“I love my family. I think the moment 
that meant the most to me was when I saw 
my little brother. He’s 17, so him and I are 
pretty close,” said Conrado. 

Conrado is working on auditioning for a 
different corps for next season,The Cavaliers. 
On the Nov. 24, Conrado will have an 
audition camp in Dallas for The Cavaliers. 


SHOOTING 

- continued from page 2 -— 

guaranteed the right to carry a firearm 
by the second amendment, a right that is not 
being questioned by myself. But does that 
permit people to go out and collect assault 
rifles that have military capacities? A rifle or 
a pistol for hunting is one thing, but the AR- 
556 that Devin Kelley taunted in Sutherland 
Springs Baptist Church, the same one widely 
available to anyone who can pass a soft 
background check should be reconsidered in 
the context of consumer sales. 

Collecting firearms for hunting or sport 
should not outweigh the public safety of 
American citizens. I am sure that many of 
my fellow Texans find irony in my argument 
believing the exact opposite, that arming the 
majority of Americans with a firearm is in 
fact the only way to ensure our safety. Texas 
Attorney General found his way into this 
coterie, posing the idea that the people inside 
of Suthwerland Springs church should have 
been armed. And give him credit. This is a 
logical conclusion in some ways; “ if a rogue 
shooter has a weapon, we should (literally ) 
outgun him with shooters of our own” Paxton 
would probably say. However he forgets a 
major factor; these are citizens and not trained 
response teams. “But wait, we can train these 
citizens to handle firearms,” he would likely 
argue. And my response would be this: how 
would the average citizen handle the pressure 
of an active shooter situation? Even soldiers 


with years of military experience fail to pull 
the trigger during these types of scenarios. 
How would someone who took some gun 
handlers training course a week out of the 
summer react when they get a firsthand 
perspective on the perils of an active shooter 
scenario? 

Either way our current gun control 
policy has come up short once again. And 
Texas is likely just another stop and not a final 
destination for the gunman’s bullet. When 
will it time to resolve? Was it before or after 
Devin Kelley walked into Sutherland Springs 
Baptist Church and had his way with an AR- 
556 assault rifle, injuring 26 and ending the 
lives of 20. Or was it somewhere around the 
time that Dylan Klebold and company ended 
the lives of 12 at Columbine high school in 
Colorado, a tragedy pushed embarrassingly 
far into the background after years of the 
same failed gun control legislation. 

This is the reality of the American Mass 
Shooting, a name that derives its modifier 
from the reality of this country’s gun agenda. 
I figured we take credit for everything 
we consider intrinsically American; the 
American dream; the American melting pot; 
the American democracy; the American free 
enterprise. 

Why not take responsibility for one of 
our homegrown failures: The American Mass 
shooting. 



Photo by Laarnie Thompson 


KEEP THE BEAT John Conrado, a TJC alumnus and current junior at UT Tyler, continues to 
be a member of the Tyler Junior College Apache Band to be involved to music. 
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Apply at TheDrumBeat.com 


Meet-N-Greet at 11 a.m. on 

Nov. IS in Potter 204 
Application deadline: Dec. 1 


NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY 

Email: Dgra@tjc.edu 


up a Day Pass at the Campus Safety Office, Campus 
Safety Substation located at the Rogers Student 
Center or from a TJC Ambassador. The first Day Pass each 
semester is free of charge. For all subsequent Day Passes 
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Friday No*. 10 

11am 

Tomball 

Vaughn Library 

Student Recital 

2nd Floor Rogers 

2pm 


Series 

Student Center 

Wagstaff Gym 

Wednesday Nov,28 

1 pm 



Christmas 

Jean Browne 

Final Exam Prep 

Tvtatday No*. 11 

Downtown 

Theater 

workshop 

Residence 

Marvin United 


1pm-3pm 

Halls Close for 

Methodist Church 

Women’s Basketball 

Quest Classroom, 

Thanksgiving Holiday 


vs. Arkansas Baptist 

1st floor Vaughn 

3pm 

Winter Wonderland 

College 

Library 


Jenkins Lawn 

5pm 


Student Senate 


Wagstaff Gym 

Wind and 

General Assembly 

Men’s Basketball vs. 


Percussion Concert 

4pm-5pm 

Lamar State College 

Saturday Nov, 11 

7:30 pm 

Jenkins 1109 

-Port Arthur 

Fall Preview Day 

Wise Auditorium 


7:30 pm 

12:30 - 4 pm 


Wednetdoy Nov.il 

Wagstaff Gym 

Wise Auditorium 

Circle Mirror 

Campus Closed 


and Rogers Student 

Transformation 


Women’s Basketball 

Center 

7:30 pm 

Tfeurtdoy No*. IS 

vs. Coastal Blend 


Jean Browne 

Campus Closed 

College 

Women’s Basketball 

Theater 


5:30 pm 

vs. Hill College 


Friday Nov. 14 

Tyler Tx 

5pm 

Friday Nov.17 

Campus Closed 


Wagstaff Gym 

Last Day to Drop 




with a “W”fall 

Men’s Basketball 


Sunday Hov. it 

16wk, 12wk, and 

vs. Creating Young 


Men’s Basketball vs. 

2nd 8wk 

Minds Academy 


Capitol City Prep 


2pm 


2pm 

Circle Mirror 

Wagstaff Gym 


Wagstaff Gym 

Transformation 




7:30 pm 

Women’s Basketball 


Monday Nev* 13 

Jean Browne 

@ Collin College 


Men’s Basketball vs. 

Theater 

2pm 


Northwestern-JV 


Plano Tx 


7pm 

Men’s Basketball vs. 



Wagstaff Gym 

Cedar Valley College 

Saturday No*. IS 



4pm 

Men’s Basketball vs. 


Tuesday (toy* 14 

Kilgore Tx 

El Centro College 


Registration Rally 


-Club 


9am- 5pm 

Women’s Basketball 

3pm 


Vaughn Library 

@ Lone Star College 

Wagstaff Gym 



6pm 



Student Senate 

Tomball Tx. 

Women’s Basketball 


General Assembly 


vs. Seminole State 


4pm-5pm 


College 


Jenkins 1109 

Saturday Nov. 18 

12pm 



Circle Mirror 

Plano Tx 


Wednesday Mov. IS 

Transformation 



Registration Rally 

2pm 

Sunday No*. 88 


9am- 5pm 

Jean Browne 

Residence Halls Open 


Vaughn Library 

Theater 

2pm 


Circle Mirror 

Circle Mirror 

Monday No*. 17 


Transformation 

Transformation 

Associate Degree 


7:30 pm 

7:30 pm 

Nursing Information 


Jean Browne 

Jean Brown 

Session 


Theater 

Theater 

5:30 pm 




Nursing and Health 


Ttimday tie*. 11 

ETS0 Jazz 

Science Building 


Registration Rally 

Spectacular 



9am- 5pm 

7:30 pm 

Tuoadoy Nov.II 


Vaughn Library 


Registration Rally 



Men’s Basketball vs. 

begins 


Blood Drive 

Lone Star College 

8am-5pm 



Album Review 


Jhene Aiko definitely tripping on this album 


Artist: Jhene Aiko 
Album: Trip 


Isaiah Thornton 

Staff Writer 

Jhene Aiko. Why? “Trip”. Why? But 
lets give some context to this situation 
Jhene Aiko is 29-years-old R&B singer on 
her second R&B studio album released by 
Def Jam Records. 

The album contains production from 
frequent collaborators Dot da Genius, 
Fisticuffs, No I.D. and Key Wayne. In the 
past people have had high praises for Jhene, 
especially her debut album, Souled Out. So I 
thought, why not listen to her latest release, 
Trip”, which came out Sept. 22,2017. 

Aiko has experienced the pain of 
divorce and death, but Trip is about more 
than chasing love or a temporary high. 
As she explains, track-by-track, its the 
confessional story of her grappling with 
the nature of desire rooted in all human 
experience as she measures her mistakes and 
awakens to her own power. 

The album is centered around on how 
she is on different types of drugs like, weed, 
LSD, and shrooms. Now the songs I did 
enjoy were “Frequency, Sativa (feat. Swae 
Lee), and OLLA. To name a few there are 
at least six good songs on this album. 

Now, do I think she was on something 
while all of this was recorded... no of course 
not, but musics greatest entertainers have 
Deen on some type of influence of drugs. 
Look at Ray Charles’ heroin addiction. 


maybe that inspired “Georgia on my Mind 
and Syd Barrett, the founder of Pink Floyd 
frequent use of LSD perhaps gave him 
the creative force he needed to compose 
“Learning how to Fly”. 

So, the use of drugs is not really 
important but the message behind it gives a 
deeper meaning to the concept to the album 
Sonically it really was a great project. 

The producers of the albums deserve 
a good amount of credit, as they kept this 
album afloat with the different amount of 
instruments used. Even though its been 
awhile since she last put out some material 
(apart from the TWENTY88 project) 
something felt very rushed. 

I don’t know if Def Jam got fed up of 
waiting, and just wanted her to release 
project, but the end result of it was a huge 
miss. 

Could it be that Big Sean has assisted 
her with her most recent work, and the 
lack of him despite that one track led to a 
lackluster album? I don’t know, I don’t have 
the answers. I do know that this album is 
bilious, clocking in at 85 minutes long. 
Boring, bad, depressing. 
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| Contact The DrumBeat Student Life Editor 

' Quanae Miller with questions, comments or 

concerns at qmiller2@email.tjc.edu. 
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Homecoming week 



Apache nation rocks the rose 































